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My constituents are paying more
today than they were a year ago for
basic goods like milk, gas, and bread.

In fact, the national average price for
a gallon of gas recently reached $3.36,
more than $1 higher than it was a year
ago and the highest price since October
of 2014.

It was also recently announced that
core inflation is at a 30-year high.

Inflation has gone up every month
since President Biden has been in of-
fice.

Inflation is an invisible tax on all
Americans, and it especially hurts sen-
iors living on a fixed income.

Out-of-control government spending
fuels inflation.

Some of my colleagues seem to be-
lieve more spending is the answer.

They have proposed a $4.3 trillion
spending plan coupled with a $1.5 tril-
lion infrastructure package, both of
which are filled with pork, unfortu-
nately.

For example, the spending bill con-
tains billions for job training in cli-
mate careers to create a Civilian Cli-
mate Corps to promote the Green New
Deal; to develop environmental justice
initiatives; for housing grants to felons
convicted of domestic violence or hate
crimes; to benefit, again, 10 million il-
legal immigrants; and $200 million for a
park in San Francisco.

While I do believe we need to invest
in traditional infrastructures such as
roads, bridges, internet connectivity,
and cybersecurity, only a very small
percentage of the proposed infrastruc-
ture package funds these types of es-
sential projects, which is wrong. We
must spend more on traditional infra-
structure and get rid of the perks.

These spending packages would raise
taxes on every American, not just the
rich.

They will kill American jobs and
make us less competitive in the global
marketplace.

In the end, it is more frivolous Wash-
ington spending, which is the absolute
wrong approach, in my opinion, to fix-
ing our economic woes.

It will only make matters worse,
Madam Speaker.

Small business owners, who are the
backbone of our economy, are having a
very difficult time recovering from the
pandemic, as you know. Not only are
they dealing with the same infla-
tionary pressures that all Americans
are experiencing, but they are also fac-
ing labor and material shortages.

As we head into the holiday season,
consumer demand will only continue to
rise.

The supply chain bottlenecks must
be resolved immediately to prevent
further damage to our economy.

Instead of working together to find
common ground and areas about which
we can build consensus—that is how we
govern—my colleagues on the left,
though, seem determined to go it
alone. That is the wrong approach,
Madam Speaker.

They have spent weeks publicly argu-
ing amongst themselves about how
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many trillions of American taxpayer
dollars they should spend without any
concern to what this out-of-control
spending will do to our already strug-
gling economy.

Simply put, this is not how we grow
the economy. This is how we grow in-
flation.

In order to restore our way of life and
renew the American Dream, we must
implement Trump-era economic poli-
cies that yielded unprecedented eco-
nomic growth, the lowest unemploy-
ment levels for minorities in the his-
tory of the United States, energy inde-
pendence—that is what we need—and
the highest rise in middle-class wages
in decades.

The destructive economic policies of
those on the left must be defeated.
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HONORING COACH DOUG SMITH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GooD) for 56 minutes.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to honor the leadership and
perseverance of Appomattox County
High School coach, Doug Smith.

Doug Smith has led the Appomattox
Raiders football team since 2012. Under
his leadership, the team has boasted a
32-game winning streak, and won State
championship titles in 2015, 2016, and
2017. While Coach Smith’s record is
amazing, his leadership extends well
beyond the field.

Coach Smith has truly united the
community behind their team, as evi-
denced by the large groups on Friday
nights. One cannot visit Appomattox
County without seeing the impact
Coach Smith has made on his students,
his coworkers, and the community at
large.

Modeling by example, he has taught
his student athletes to be productive
citizens, such as when the team fa-
mously came out in full force to help
those affected by the devastating tor-
nado that hit Appomattox in 2016.

However, Coach Smith is best known
for his relationship with Jesus Christ,
his eternal perspective, and his focus
on those things that matter more than
football. This has been most clearly
displayed since the fall of 2020, as
Coach Smith has faced a great personal
challenge of his own with a diagnosis of
multiple myeloma, a cancer of the
plasma cells.

He has been a tremendous testimony
through this journey. Thankfully, it
appears that the Lord has him on the
road to recovery. My continued prayers
are with Coach Smith as he continues
to fight this terrible disease.

I thank Coach Smith for his commit-
ment to service and leadership. Coach
Smith is an inspiration to us all about
the importance of serving others, even
through personal challenges.

COMMEMORATING SAILORS AND MARINES

ABOARD USS ‘‘FORRESTAL’’ ON JULY 29, 1967

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to remember and express grat-
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itude to the brave sailors and marines
who were wounded or lost their lives
fighting the catastrophic fire aboard
the ship, the USS Forrestal.

July 29, 2021, marked the 54th anni-
versary of one of the most tragic fires
in U.S. naval history. On July 29, 1967,
the USS Forrestal, which was sup-
porting combat operations off the coast
of Vietnam, was impacted by an acci-
dental rocket that ignited a fire and
triggered several bomb explosions on
the flight deck.

Sailors and marines on board, includ-
ing several Virginians, bravely fought
the fire for 18 hours. Despite the coura-
geous efforts of the crew, 134 men died,
161 were wounded, and 21 aircraft were
destroyed. Sadly, veterans wounded
that day are still fighting their claims
with the VA, such as my constituent,
Mr. David Cephas Smith, of Vinton,
Virginia. These heroes were not award-
ed the Purple Heart because their
wounds did not occur during enemy
combat, but their bravery still merits
recognition.

We are forever grateful for the serv-
ice of veterans, like Mr. Smith, who
were wounded or sacrificed their lives
battling this fire aboard the USS For-
restal.

PROTECTING THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, in my home State of Pennsyl-
vania, a woman was brutally raped by
an illegal immigrant.

In Congress, one of our primary du-
ties is to protect the American people.
By allowing illegal immigrants who
have committed crimes to remain
within our borders signifies that we are
failing. Allowing an illegal immigrant
who has committed acts of sexual vio-
lence to remain in our country shows
that we are failing.

Congress must move immediately to
pass legislation ensuring that any im-
migrant who commits acts of violence
is deported. What happened in Phila-
delphia this week was a failure of
American leadership. It showed clearly
that the Biden crime crisis is esca-
lating.

Now, as apprehensions at our south-
ern border hit record highs, President
Biden is taking away the vital re-
sources that our Border Patrol agents
need to do their job. The answer to
stopping our border crisis and our
crime crisis is not to defund the police.
The answer is not to be more lenient
on illegal immigrants who have com-
mitted violent crimes against Ameri-
cans.

We must put the safety of the Amer-
ican citizens first, and we must put the
security of the American citizens first.
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